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XXX A Letter from John Hope, M. D.
F. R.S. Profeflor of Phyfic and Botany
in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 20 William
Watlon, M. D. F. R. S. on a rare Plant
SJound in the Ifle of Skye.

Sir,
Readhlg/lay +W SEND you, inclofed, a defcription
1759 of a rare plant, with a print of it of the

natural fize.

It was found, September 1768, in a fmall lake in
the ifland of Skye, by James Robertfon*, whom
I had fent there in fearch of new or rare plants.
The whole of it, except the head and top of the
ftalk, was under the furface of the water. Where~
ever the water was fhallow, the bottom of the lake
was covered with this plant, whofe roots were fo
clofely interwoven, that in fome places large patches
were torn up by the agitation of the waters, or
other violence, and fcund floating on the furface,
matted together,

The plant, when fecen without its flowering ftem,
refembles fomewhat the Cuolomaria Dill, Hiflor.

* Mr, James Robertfon is an eleve of mine, and has been em-
ployed by the commiffioners of the annexed eftates to make a bo~
tanical furvey of the diftant parts of Scotland.
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Muft. Tab.8o. At firft fight I fancied it to be the
fame, and that the Calamaria had not been found
with its flowering ftem : more careful comparifon
convinced me they were different plants.

Although it differs, in many circumftances, from
the generic charaéters of the Eriocaulon, yet I am in-
clined to think it is the Eriocaulon decangulare, which
has never yet been defcribed, or properly figured.

I have the honour of being,
DEeEAR S1gr,

Your moft obedient fervant,

Edinburgh, 10 Apri
T ’1276‘::1’ John Hope.

ERIO-
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ERIOCAULON DECANGULARE.

Rapix perennis, folida, interne alba, ex cujus
parte inferiore oriuntur plurima radicula te-
retes, fimpliciffime, pennz paflerina craffitu-
dinis, albe, fere pellucide, per totam longi-
tudinem diflepimentis opacis, tranfverfis, five
articulationibus intercept®, in centro harum
per totam longitudinem eft linea quadam
opaca.  Extremitates defcribere non audeo,
quia in fingulis {fpeciminibus mihi oblatis, om-
nes radicula rupte fuerunt. Sapor radicula-
rum primo infipidus eft, levi poftea cum acri-
monid.

Foria RapicaLia, ex parte fuperiore radicis
oriuntur plurima, fub-ereta, fimilia quod ad
figuram externam, et fimili modo difpofita ac
in Agave Americana: felqui-unciam longa,
lata bafi, margine integerrimd, fenfim attenu-
antur in apicem acutum, pagina inferiore
convexa ; fuperiore concava, nervofa: et {pa-
tia, his nervis longitudinalibus definita, iterum
dividuntur diffepimentis tranfverfis, fingulis
fingulis propriis, ut in figura.

Truncus fcapus ereCtus; e centro foliorum
oritur, vagina tenui membranacea, apice bi-
fido, duas uncias longa, refpeCtu nervorum
et diflepimentorum foliis fimili, inclufus, fub-
teres, fiftulis feptem in ambitu conflatus,
fupra vaginam nudus, contortus.

FrucriricaTIio androgyna in capitulo termi-
nali, globofo, imbricato.

Iia CarLyx



[ 244 ]

Caryx communis, fquamis plurimis, nigris,
fubrotundis, concavis, membranaceis; parte
fuperiore ciliatis ; dua funt feries florum fee-
mineorum in radio.

FLOS FOEMINEUS IN RADIO.

Squama, ovata, nigra, fuperne ciliata fenfim
definens in unguem brevem, externe adftat
fingulis flofculis.

Car. prop. perianthium diphyllum, foliolis
ovatis, concavis, nigris, fuperne ciliatis, in un-
guem anguftam fenfim definentibus. Not,
cilia f{quamarum funt alba.

CoroLra dipetala, petalis albis, oblongis, con-
cavis, fenfim definentibus in ungues angultos,
apice et dorfo ciliatis, et macula nigra in me-
dio fere laminz notatis.

PistirLum germen compreflo-fubrotundum,
ftylus brevis, ftygmata duo longa, filiformia.

PERICARPIUM capfula compreflo-fubrotunda,
nigra, bilocularis.

SeMEN in fingulis loculis unicum, leve, diffepi-
mento affixum citrini coloris, ad apicem um-
bilicatums,

FLORES MASCULI IN DISCO PLURES.

Squama adftat fiofculis mafculis, ut in feemi=
neo flore.
Cavrrx perianthium diphyllum foliolis cunei~
formibus, concavis, ciliatis,
CoroLLA
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CoroLr.A monopetala infundibuliformis, ore
bilabiato, fimbriato.
Stamina filamenta (quatuor?*®) filiformia,
longitudine, corollz, vel longiora.
Anthere nigre, oblongz.

Edine, Apr,

1769. J. Hope, M. &’ Boz, P.

& Staminum numerum definire vix audeo..

EXPLI-
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EXPLICATIO TABUL A XIIL

Fig. 1. Plant® ut naturaliter crefcunt.
Fig. 2. Planta unica feorfim exhibita, ut apparuit
aqua immerfa et inter lucem et oculum vifa,
a Capitulum magnitudine au&tum.
b Scapi fragmentum magnitudine auGtum.
¢ Fibrilla radicis magnitudine aucta.
d Folium tran{verfe fe¢tum magnitudine auctum.

PARTES FRUCTIFICATIONIS.

A Squama calycis communis.

B Squama que fingulis flofculis feemineis adftat.

C Foliola duo perianthii proprii flofculum foe-
mineum tegentia.

DD Eadem foliola perianthii proprii e fitu na=
turali remota,

E Pars germinis.

I Petala

GG Eadem petala e fitu naturali remota.

H Germen.

I Sty1u9»

K Stygmata,

L Pericarpium tranfverfe feCtum.

(M Semina duo.

"N Squama qu fingulis flofculis mafculis adftats

O Foliola duo Perianthii proprii.

P Petalum,

R Petalum apertum ut infertio flaminum ap-
pareat.

S Petalum ftaminibus remotis.

| T Stamen,

Flos feeminens.
v,

Flos mafculus,

XXX1V. Afro-
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Partes Fructificationis
A Tguama caliypets communis.

B oguana 74{2.}{%//}%& //mc«/(é /émﬁ}w«é adbtal; C/ﬂ/mﬁ deeo
Sfrcanthi fuctirel ﬂwra/awz//émv}wwn Zegentea. DD eadlem

ULON DECANGULARE

2mincus

%4}»/4 frertarhile frofiied ¢ silie naliral remota Sears germinis

Flzz{fd(a GG cadom prelala e ot naturale wemote Q. germen Volylics
Ay mala.Lfreriaruion Tranoversesedion: M oentna deco.

§N oguama WWKQ/ loocelss mascudes adstal O /oMa, 2o frerean
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